SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 22nd November 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.













T N Stewart

17th November 2004







`
Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS










(7.31pm)

(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL










(7.35pm)
(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES










(7.45pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th October 2004.  (Previously Circulated)

5.  MATTERS ARISING








(7.46pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL





(8.00pm)

7.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING 

SANDY







 


(8.02pm)

8.  TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT






(8.05pm)

To receive verbal report of meeting held on Wednesday 17th November 2004.

9.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT  

(8.10pm)

(a)  To receive Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Tuesday 12th October 2004.  (COPY ATTACHED)

(b)  To receive Notes of a Meeting of the Working Group held on Tuesday 16th November 2004.  (IF AVAILABLE)

10.  MBDC REVISED PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(8.20pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's report. (COPY ATTACHED)

11.  SANDY COLTS FOOTBALL CLUB – REQUEST FOR USE OF AN AREA OF SUNDERLAND ROAD PLAYING FIELD





(8.25pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's Report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

12.  RESIDENTIAL CAR PARKING SCHEMES – PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL FUNDING










(8.30pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's Report.  (COPY ATTACHED)
13.  SANDY PARISH FLOOD PLAN






(8.40pm)

To receive report from Cllr McMurdo. (COPY ATTACHED)

*14. MEADOWLAND ADJOINING THE RIVER IVEL



(8.55pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's Report. (COPY ATTACHED)

(EXEMPT INFORMATION – MEMBERS ONLY)

15.  PRESS RELEASE








(9.10pm)

*  IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM, SECTION (9) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

1.11.04

131/04


04/01988/FULL

Mr & Mrs H Kettleborough

37 High Street

Southill

SG18 9HU
Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension and single storey side extension and single storey side extension and rebuilt frontage with porch and replace all roof covering to slate tiles at 9 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.

P P & O S

22.11.04


10.11.04

132/04


BC/CM/2004/36

Anglian Water Services Ltd

Thorpe Wood House

Thorpe Wood

Peterborough

Northants

PE3 6WT
County Council application for the erection of extensions to treatment plant at Sandy Sewage Treatment Works off Georgetown Road, Sandy, Beds (mcckiosk and chemical dosing equipment) in order to comply with new discharge regulations.



P P & O S

22.11.04


11.11.04

133/04


BC/CM/2004/37

Motward Ltd

Warren Farm

New Road

Sandy

Beds
County Council application for the variation of Condition 1 of Planning Permission 24/1999.

P P & O S

22.11.04


16.11.04

134/04


04/02034/FULL

Mr B Thorp

5 High Road

Seddington

Sandy SG19 1NU
Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension to 5 High Street, Seddington, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 & 7 High Road Seddington notified

P P & O S

22.11.04


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

16.11.04

135/04


04/02016/FULL

Bewick Homes

40 Mill Street

BEDFORD

MK40 3HD


Full application for the erection of 9 dwellings and garages at land to the rear of 43 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

 Near neighbours 43, 45b Bedford Road, 6, 6a Rivermead Gardens & 9 Mill Lane, Sandy notified



P P & O S

22.11.04























            SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 22.11.04
5.  MATTERS ARISING

(a)  Matters on which there are developments to report

(1)  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) (P13/03)

No Minutes of the meeting have yet been received.

(2)  Drainage Improvements to Sunderland Road Playing Field, Sandy (5.1.04) (P82/03)

This scheme will now be included in the Pavilion/Secure Storage Project.

(3)  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (19.7.04) (P27/04)

Further letter sent to Highways Agency 18.10.04.  Letter also sent to Beds County Council re HGV restrictions on Bedford Road and St Neots Road.  No reply received from Highways Agency.  Reply received from County Council 15.11.04.  (COPY ATTACHED)

(4)  Bedford Road Recreation Ground – Developers Contributions In Lieu of Public Open Space, St Swithun's Old School Site  - Sporting Contributions (6.9.04) (P38/04)

MBDC Play and Open Spaces Officer has now confirmed that the £2,811.00 sporting contribution currently unclaimed could be used for resurfacing the hard ball games area in Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

The balance of costs of this project will now be included in the list of Special Items of expenditure for consideration during the Annual Estimates process.

(5)  Fishing Rights – The Riddy, Sandy (11.10.04) (P49/04)

Letter sent to Angling Association 20.10.04.

(6)  Summer Planting Sandy 2005 (11.10.04) (P50/04)

Awaiting further response from Sandy Enhancement Group regarding style of planted bed, possible sponsorship etc.

(b)  Matters on which there are no developments to report

There were none.

                     SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 22.11.04

10.  MBDC REVISED PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Some Members will recall that the District Council procedure for dealing with Planning Applications used to be that if a Town or Parish Council objected to an application it automatically went to a Development Control Committee for determination.

Under the new streamlined procedure this does not happen.  Town and Parish Councils are still given 21 days in which to comment on an application but even if the Town or Parish objects it only goes to Committee for determination if a Ward Member of the District Council requests it ("calls it in"), within 14 days.

There was a situation recently where the Town Council objected to the application for the Highways Works Depot on Sunderland Road, but as no Ward Member had actually "called it in" within the defined period, it was treated as a decision automatically delegated to officers.

As in this case it follows that there may be others which are important to the local community but not considered important enough in the overall District Planning context to warrant a Committee decision, unless this is prompted by a local member requesting it.

Sandy Town Council therefore needs to be aware of this situation and to consider if any procedure needs to be discussed/agreed with the District Ward Members whereby either all applications to which the Town Council objected are "called in" or if a system needs to be devised whereby those that are of particular significance are identified and the "call in" procedure implemented.

The difficulty is that with such a short time being available for "calling in" applications, it is often over 14 days (but under 21 days) from receipt of an application at this office before it goes to the first available meeting of the Town Council or a Committee, thereby giving little time for the Council to request the "calling in" as part of its normal consideration of Planning Applications or included in Minutes.  

This new policy is a District wide one agreed by the Executive and obviously affecting all Towns and Parishes in the MBDC area and not simply Sandy.

Every effort has been made to be able to suggest a procedure that will overcome these problems but a solution has still eluded us.

The only possibility appears to be that the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee be given delegated authority to request one of the Ward Members to "call in" an application when they first see the application on its receipt and prior to it going onto an Agenda.  This would work but the Town Council could be caused some subsequent embarrassment if for example the Chairman had requested a "call in" in advance of Committee consideration, only to then find that the Committee had "No Objections".

10.  MBDC REVISED PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING APPLICATIONS (CONTD)
SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY



-  NONE

INFORMATION ATTACHED

ACTION REQUIRED





-  COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED










    TO CONSIDER THIS REPORT










    AND TO SUGGEST A 










    SUITABLE PROCEDURE FOR










    THE REQUESTING OF A  










    "CALLING IN" OF LOCAL










    APPLICATIONS FOR 










    DETERMINATION BY A

    DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

    COMMITTEE.

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

17th November 2004

                    SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

           PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 22.11.04

11.  SANDY COLTS FOOTBALL CLUB REQUEST FOR USE OF AN AREA OF SUNDERLAND ROAD PLAYING FIELD FOR FOOTBALL COACHING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Sandy Colts Football Club are members of the "Community Tops Training Scheme", sponsored by McDonalds.  In exchange for participation in the scheme the Club receives equipment from the sponsors.  The Club wishes to provide a training/coaching opportunity for boys and girls between the ages of 6 to 14 years from 12.30pm to 1.45pm on a Saturday.

Some weeks the numbers are expected to be around 10 to 15 but other weeks, given good weather and the absence of other attractions, it is expected that there could be up to 40 young people in attendance.  

The Colts would like to use Sunderland Road for this course as all of their playing equipment is currently in store on the Playing Field.

The area that they would like to use is that between the cricket wicket and the all weather pitch.  An area which is often very wet.

The organisers will not require the use of the Pavilion but will wish to use the toilet facilities.  These courses will take place every Saturday between now and the end of April.

The only problem that the staff anticipate is potential damage, (wear and tear) to this area which members will recall is actually also part of the cricket outfield.  If the ground was to be used by 40 plus children when the ground conditions were not really favourable i.e. too wet, there could be considerable damage to the area which would not be able to be put right before the start of the cricket season.

While the Colts would obviously be protective of the wicket area, the wear and tear caused by 40 young people during wet conditions could be extensive.  As this is not a formal pitch area, no current rent has been agreed and this is therefore another aspect which Committee might wish to take into account.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY



-  NONE

INFORMATION ATTACHED

ACTION REQUIRED





- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED










   TO INSTRUCT (a)  AS TO ANY 

   FURTHER ACTION THAT IS 

   TO BE TAKEN IN RESPECT OF

   THE REQUEST FOR SANDY 

   COLTS FOOTBALL CLUB

   AND (b)  IF APPROPRIATE 

   ANY RENT TO BE CHARGED.

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

17th November 2004

   
                 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 22.11.04

12.  RESIDENTIAL CAR PARKING SCHEMES – TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL FUNDING

Mid Bedfordshire District Council have recently written to all Town and Parish Councils concerning the District Council's funding policy for the provision of "off street residential car parking".

They are considering various options for the future policy and funding of residential car parking schemes and need to determine the views of Town and Parish Councils.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY



-  COPY OF LETTER FROM 

INFORMATION ATTACHED




   MR R POPE, SENIOR 

   ENGINEER, TRANSPORT

   & ENVIRONMENT OF MBDC.

ACTION REQUIRED





- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED










   TO INSTRUCT AS TO THE 










   RESPONSE THAT IS TO BE 

   SENT TO THIS LETTER 

   (ALTHOUGH THE TARGET 

   DATE WAS BEGINNING OF 

   NOVEMBER, MR POPE HAS 

   STILL REQUESTED A REPLY

   FROM SANDY TOWN 

   COUNCIL).

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

17th November 2004
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